
Pastor’s Paragraph    
Since 1972, the General Conference, a representative body of our global 
denomination, has met every  four years to do the legislative work of the 
United Methodist Church.  Part of that work has included debate over 
human sexuality, particularly marriage and ordination rights for LGBTQ Christians.  At General Conference is 2016, that 
conversation hit something of a breaking point after decades of debate. 
   In an unprecedented move, a delegate from the floor requested the Council of Bishops meet and bring back a recom-
mendation on how we might move forward.  The Council met and returned to address the General Conference with an 
offering for a way forward.  The result was The Commission on a Way Forward. 
   The Commission was officially appointed on October of 2016.  It includes 32 United Methodists comprised of bishops, 
elders, deacons, and laity from around the world.  Our Rio Texas Conference Bishop, Robert Schnase, is a member.  The 
Commission is working on preparing a proposal which will be sent to the Council of Bishops and released to the church 
no later than this summer.   It will then be voted upon by delegates at a special session of the General Conference in 
2019. 
   From January 1, 2017, to June 2, 2018, every Annual Conference around the world will be assigned a day designated 
for prayer regarding the proposal.  As of this writing, the day for our Rio Texas Conference has not been deter-
mined.   As we wait, I ask that you would begin now to pray for God’s guidance.  I will keep us updated as events unfold 
between now and the called General Conference in 2019.  Thank you for praying!   

         Dr. Ricky L. Burk, Sr. Pastor 

Your Stories — Since asking about your stories in an email last month, I have loved hearing your stories of 

faith and transformation that you have shared with me!  
Story #1 “I wanted to share with you something humorous that happened during the 10 am New Year's Eve service. We were 

in the middle of the closing hymn when I noticed that a couple who hadn't been there earlier were now at the end of my pew. They seemed to 
be having a bit of discussion with each other and definitely looked confused when Lori gave the benediction. As we were gathering our 
belongings to leave, I leaned over and asked them if they had just arrived. They had. They had just driven in from Kerrville thinking that they 
were on time for the 11 am service. I introduced myself and we chatted awhile. They've visited before and their son and his family live in Boerne 
so they're planning to move here from Kerrville soon. I felt really bad about their missing the service and invited them to lunch with us so they 
wouldn't have driven all the way to Boerne for only 5 minutes of church. They declined, saying they were going over to their son's, but we had a 
nice talk and I think they'll be coming back. I'm glad God put me in that pew and that I noticed their late arrival so I could meet them.” 
Story #2 “My Aunt is a server and a doer. She is busy all the time. It’s hard to find a time to hang out with her. When I decided to follow Christ at 
age 25, she saved an hour of her time every week to do a Bible study on the book of John with me. She didn’t have the time for that. She made 
the time for that. I want to be like her when I grow up!”  
Story #3 “My husband and I grew up going to church periodically. After we got married, we definitely went through the phase that a lot of 20-
somethings go through, questioning our religion, knowing that we 'should' go to church but rarely following through. After we had kids, we tried 
several churches. They just never felt like home. In the midst of all of this, we were both working full-time, commuting over 30 miles one-way in 
Houston traffic, trying to prioritize our young family and thinking that Houston just wasn't where we belonged for the rest of our lives. God 
intervened. He led us here to Boerne. When my husband got a call from a friend who he hadn't talked to in more than 6 months, he was told that 
they were looking for someone in San Antonio. He prepared us financially so that I could start my business. We moved to Boerne and the first 
church we tried was FUMC. We had found our home. I tell you all of this because for a long time we were in the 'wilderness.' God restored us. 
God renewed our faith in Him, gave us a loving community of friends, and delivered a host of spiritual mentors to help us along the way.” 

Keep em’ coming! Some stories will be shared in worship, some in this newsletter, some may go on the website, but the most 
important thing is that you share them with the world. Tell your story and let people know the difference that choosing to follow 

Jesus Christ has made in your life!        Karen Andrews                                                                                            



 

 

 

Holy Week: God’s Story for Us 

You would not read the beginning of a book and skip straight to the end. We don’t simply jump from “once upon a time” to 
“happily ever after.” Likewise, you would not read the middle of a book without knowing where the characters came from and how 
it all ends. Too often, we do this with Holy Week. We celebrate on Palm Sunday and Easter without any understanding of what 
happened at the Last Supper and the Cross; or we get so fixated on the crucifixion that we forget the ministry that led up to it and 
the victory afterwards. This year, I want to encourage you to be a part of the whole story. I’m so excited that we are offering 
unique and meaningful ways to worship all week long. I’m particularly excited about two things. One is that the choir will be 
presenting parts of a major work by our own Rev. Russell and Adam Miller at each of our traditional services during the week. The 
other is the opportunity to be led by a missionary from the organization ‘Jews for Jesus’ in an actual Seder meal on Maundy 
Thursday. So yes, celebrate on Palm Sunday, prepare on Maundy Thursday, mourn on Good Friday, and rejoice on Easter Sunday! 
When you read a great true story, you are swept up in it and find yourself living alongside the characters in the book. When you are 
done, you are a little sad because you want to keep living with those characters. The good news for us is that God’s story is never 
ending and we are living participants in that story!  

Palm Sunday- March 25- 8:00, 9:00 and 11:00 am “Once upon a time.” Participate in the story! Each service will have opportunities 
to hear the story and respond in ways unique to that service.  
Maundy Thursday- March 29- FLC Meal at 6:00, representative Seder led by a missionary from ‘Jews for Jesus’ begins at 6:30. We 
will experience and explore the relationship between the Passover meal that was Jesus last supper and the sacrifice of the next 
day. Families welcomed and encouraged!  
Good Friday- March 30- 6:30 pm-Sanctuary In the traditional and moving Tenebrae service (service of shadows), the choir and 
bell choir will lead us as we walk through the last hours of Christ’s life in scripture and song. 

Easter Sunday- April 1- 8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 am Celebrate the “happily ever after” of Easter as we conclude one part of 
the story and look forward to being part of God’s continuing story. (Church members are encouraged to attend an earlier 
service that day to help make room for visitors and guests. The Chancel Choir will be singing at both 8:00 and 11:00, 
Children’s Choir and the band will lead at 9:00.) 

First Friday 

First Friday for adults!  Join us on Friday, April 6 at 10 am-noon for fellowship, fun and food!  Retired veterinarian 
Tom Butler of FUMC will speak about his fascinating career as a vet for the Space Program.  Wear your favorite 50’s 
fashions as we have fun with a Sock Hop theme for lunch!  RSVP by April 5th at noon for the meal, and please, share our great 
program with others…bring a friend!  I challenge those who have never attended to come for a visit.  Questions?  Call Janet O’Day 

                                                                     
Open Hearts Dear FUMC family & friends, As many of you know, February 17, 2018 was Open Hearts Resale Boutique’s last day 

to be open on a regular basis. We are not completely closing.  We are working on an online store and periodic sales during the 
year.  We plan to give you all advance notice so you can do some purging, come volunteer with us, and shop.  As you clean out 
your treasures, please keep Open Hearts in mind.  Please call or text Tammy Skinner @ 830-446-6279 and arrangements will be 
made to meet at the Boutique to take in your donations. Donations will continue be tax deductible and proceeds go to missions.  At 
this time we will not have a regular drop off day.  Thank you to all for donating, shopping and volunteering with us! 
With all the support together, we have been able to provide the monetary gifts list below in the last quarter of 2017 and the first 
quarter of 2018. We had given previous gifts and the first through third quarter of 2017 not listed, and gave several material goods 
to different ministries.  
Q1-2018 Monetary Helping Hands $6,000; Kairos $10,000 ; Lucy Saxon Circle $500; FUMC Tithe Q4-2017 Monetary Tree of Life 

$9,600; Stop Hunger Now $5000; Harvey flood buckets, chain saws, gas and other items for clean up at the coast; FUMC Tithe  

Thank you for all your support!      Open Hearts Resale Boutique Tammy Skinner 830 446 6279.  

KAIROS Prison Ministry Easter Cupcake Fundraiser-Sunday, March 25:  KAIROS Ministry is dedicated to being the 

hands and feet of Christ and bringing the light of Christ to the darkness of prison.  Help the KAIROS volunteers raise 
money for their ministry by purchasing cupcakes!  Take them home or give away as a treat to let people know you are thinking of 
them.  Your purchase can help an inmate come “Heart to Heart” with the love of God! 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'  Matthew 25:40 

Volunteers are always needed in MANY areas of our church!  If your Lenten promise is to get more involved in service to other, 

please contact the church office. 

SERVE 

ENCOUNTER 



Scholarship Applications Available — The Permanent Endowment Fund at FUMC has funds dedicated to scholarships for 

Church members who are currently pursuing higher education and those who will graduate this year from a Boerne school. 
Applications are available in the Business Manager’s office. In order to have selections made by May, applications must be 
completed and returned by Monday, April 9th. Contact the Business Manager, Jeanan Wallace, for an application. 

Troop 102’s Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser and Silent Auction- Sat. April 14th, 2018 from 5:00-8:00 

PM at the FUMC Family Life Center. This is our Troop’s primary fundraiser which provides support for our 

training, activity, supply, and equipment costs throughout the year and also helps to offset the cost of summer 
camp for many of our scouts. Tickets are $8.00 each for a spaghetti dinner with salad, bread, drink and dessert. Each 

ticket purchased is an opportunity to win a $500 diamond pendant generously donated from Americus Diamonds. You may also 
purchase tickets to be donated tickets to Hill Country Daily Bread as a gift of caring from the community. Ticket sale dates at FUMC 
are Sun., 3/25 and 4/8 in the breezeway outside the Sanctuary and in the FLC. 

Germany Trip. Still interested in the Germany trip to see Oberammergau Passion Play in 2020?  Call the church office. 

Family Ministry Intern applications being accepted. If you are a college student with a heart for Middle and High School kids 

and watching them grow in faith come work with us! Details are available on the church website. Applications are available in the 
front office and the application deadline is March 26. 

Lost and Found is full of your missing car keys, jackets, jewelry, Bibles, etc.  Come to the office hallway and check out our 

collection—it might belong to you! 

Easter lilies will be displayed in our Sanctuary on Easter morning.  You may order a plant to be displayed in honor 

or in memory of a loved one for only $12.  Order forms are available in the Narthex and office, and must be turned in 
with payment no later than Sunday, March 25.  

NEWS 

GROW 
Beginning in Fall 2018, FUMC Preschool will offer a range of daily 

attendance options from 2, 3, or 5 days per week. Registration for the 2018-

2019 opened to the public in February. Please call 830-249-4834 or email 

msemm@fumc-boerne.org for more information. 

Children’s Ministry 
Many of you may have noticed that the vegetable/flower beds behind Open Hearts have been cleaned up thanks to volunteers 
and 5th graders in Kids’ Club.   K-5th grade Kids’ Clubbers will be planting those beds in the next few weeks to share our harvest 
with others.   
Smile for the month from ASP- Just in case you don't think the students are listening, here's proof that some of the messages we 
present  are being "absorbed"! One student gave all of his "points" away to another student during an activity so that he was not 
eligible to win a prize at the end.  When questioned about giving away his "points", he responded "Didn't you say we're supposed 
to love our neighbors? That's what I just did."  
On Monday March 5th Ms. Hollie had a special guest during Family Music! A big thank you to our friends at Little Smile Dentistry 
for coming to help teach all of our music classes about good dental hygiene.  
We had a great celebration on March 6th as every FUMC 3 and 4 year old preschooler received a Jesus Storybook Bible from 
anonymous donors. The children were so excited and surprised as they were presented their own special Bible.  Many thanks to 
all who made this possible.  
Mark Your Calendars: Kids Club Training- March 21 Adults who work with Kids Club are invited to a training time from 3:00-
5:00pm on Wednesday, March 21 in the CEB. If you have ever wondered what it would be like to help turn kids into disciples, join 
us!   March 25th --Easter Egg Hunt for children of all ages: Bring your child’s Easter basket and 12 pre-filled plastic eggs to the 
Christian Education Building at 10 am.  Hunt will begin at 10:15 am.  

Student Ministry 
A BIG SHOUT OUT to all of the volunteers that helped with the Confirmation Retreat at Camp Eagle March 2nd-
4th! We had an amazing time worshiping, learning, and building relationships.  Best of all, we made memories that 
will last a lifetime!  
March 11th-15th   30 of our students and adults headed to Eagle Pass for an amazing mission trip.  They spent the week painting, 
building, sorting, cooking, and caring for others. Thank you to Carl and Patti Behrendt for their hard work in planning this 
important mission trip. 
March Student Ministry Deadlines Glen Lake Camp Summer Camp deadline is March 31st. Click on the link below to PRINT your 
registration form or pick one up in the Student Ministry office. Turn your forms into the Student Ministry office.  
Camp Pathfinder- July 1st-5th upcoming 9th-13th grade ; Camp Expedition- July 8th-13th upcoming 6th-8th grade 
Cost is $375 and your pumpkin patch funds can be used. http://glenlakecamp.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Registration-Form-2018.pdf 

mailto:msemm@fumc-boerne.org
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PRAYERS: Joe Pope, Glenn Baker, Roland Peckne,  Jo Schmidt, Maddie Barber, Carol Boerner,  Loretta Deuel,  Richard Gray, 

Ana Evans, Lannie Beecham, Marilyn Reder, Chris Buckingham,  John Eaton,  Ralph Lawless, Hilda Reissig,  Carla Dillard,  Pierce and 
Betty Miller, Greg Wold, Bob Schmeltzer, Bonnie Stewart, Greg Wold, Joy Chittum, Bob Schmeltzer  

Our love and prayers go out to:   
 Ann Kaker on the death of her sister in law   
 Janis Phillips on the death of her father February 6th                                                                                                                                                              
 Al Koppen and family on the death of Lillian, a longtime and precious volunteer in our front office.  Her service will be held 

Saturday, March 17 at 1:oo pm in our Sanctuary. 
  

JOYS:    

Congratulations to   

 Chase, Bryttany, and big brother Brooks Bradley on the birth of Rose Marie on February 18th.  

 Proud grandparents Rebecca and Jim Sweet on the birth of grandson James Larry Sweet on February 6th and granddaughter 
Zella Louise on February 13th.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Proud grandparents Karen and Joe Loving on the birth of granddaughter Vivienne Sloan Simank. 

Members/Friends related to our congregation who are in Military Service:   Rachel & Roland Peckne’s grandson – 

Seth Schoolcraft, Maggie Worley’s nephew - Ryan Wittnauer, S. Sgt. Michael Messmore, Joseph Losoya, Lt. Eric Bowerman, Pastor 

Ricky’s son-in-law-Josh Mort, Major Jeff Drawe, Henry Fortinberry, Christopher Brown, Evan Swinghamer, Cody Davis, Kyle York, 

Kelly Schultz, Boyd Brack, Brandon Varnado, Lance Mile, Randy Northrup, Cliff Betts, Morgan Brown, James Hammill, Matthew 

Doyal, Dan and Chris Larson, Hayden Lumley, Amanda Winstead, Carol Gish’s son – Garett – in Iraq, Elliott Wyall w/Navy Seals, 

Krissy Baxter, Patti Kerlin’s grandson-Fisher Koch, Genie Lander’s grandson- Philip, Bradley Wosnig (Air Force) and Christian 

Wosnig (Marine Corps), the Hartnett’s grandson Travis, and all those who serve in the military & their families. 
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Director of Student Ministries;  Karen Andrews, Director of Music & Worship 

Worship Services:  Sunday 8:00, 9:00, &  11:00 a.m.  Sunday School 9:30 & 10:00  All Ages 

Welcome  

to our New  

Members 

Ann Muir 

Thank you! From Dane Gabriel:  I would like to thank my fellow FUMC members for their prayers, cards, and 

phone calls during and after my recent surgery.  Thanks also to Rev. Ricky and Rev. Russell for their visits. 

Bernardo Galvez & 
Christine O’Brien 

Janis Phillips Sharla McCall Stewart, Harper, 
Ashley  & Grace 

George &  
Sandra Grieder 


